
What is God Doing in … the Dominican Republic? 
 
 
Last November thirty-three missioners from First Presbyterian 

Church travelled to the beautiful Dominican Republic, which shares 
the island of Hispaniola with Haiti.  We flew into the thriving, modern 
city of Santo Domingo, the oldest European city in the Western 
Hemisphere. The next day we traveled inland by bus to the small 
university town of San Juan de la Maguana, where we lived for the 
next 4 days.  Our trip was hosted by Solid Rock International (SRI), a 
Christian non-profit whose mission is to “holistically serve the poor of 
the Dominican Republic by focusing on all aspects of health”.  SRI 
programs include education, child nutrition, clean water, 
medical/dental services and Christian ministry. SRI has raised funds 
and is currently building a state-of-the-art regional hospital in San 
Juan de la Maguana that will serve the people of that city and the 
San Juan Province.  
 

Want what you have. Do what you can. Be who you are. 
 

This quote from Reverend Forrest Church and shared with us by our team leader, Jim Cato, 
became the guiding sentiment for our mission team as we worked on our various projects. 
 

When you visit communities where people have very 
little material wealth, the abundance of what we have at home 
is obvious and often troubling. Our consumer driven economy 
trains us to always strive for more. To merely want what we 
have is a grace-filled reminder that we have enough…and to 
be grateful. 
 

The face of the poverty can be overwhelming to those 
of us who have never experienced it.  When first confronted 
with the realities of life in impoverished communities, the first 
response is to want to do more…and more. You come to 
realize that time and resources are limited; that no matter how 
much you are willing to give, it is never enough. What is 
important is that you do what you can.   
 

We cannot pretend to completely understand the realities of 
life for the people we met and served in the Dominican Republic. 
Their life experiences are very different from ours in so many 
ways. They have less food, less medical care, fewer opportunities 
for education and travel, more restricted access to information. 
They are more dependent on the land, family and community for 
what they need.  They are more likely to be directly impacted by 
weather or natural disaster.  On the other hand, the human 
differences are not so great. The people we met smiled and 
extended their hands in welcome. They accepted our smiles and 
hands in return. They love their families, want better lives for their 
children, enjoy the company of friends, and are curious about 
strangers. All of us shed tears when we hurt and are sad.  All of us 



laugh out loud when we feel good and are happy. Our bodies ache after a long day of hard work, and 
also when we are sick and as we grow old. All of us enjoy a drink of clean water, fresh fruit, and a 
cool breeze on a hot day.  We have many things in common, but we can’t pretend to be what we are 
not. We come from a different place and a different set of circumstances. If we go with an open mind 
and a non-judgmental heart--leaving behind preconceived notions, stereotypes and pretenses—we 
receive as much, if not more, than we are able give. To serve effectively, in the spirit of Christ’s 
teachings, we have to be genuine and honest, searching within ourselves for the humility to learn 
what the people and culture have to teach us, in the process learning much about ourselves. 
Discovering who you really are can be the epiphany experience and true blessing of a mission trip. 
 

Want what you have. Do what you can. Be who you are. 
 

 
While in the Dominican Republic, our team divided into three groups and spent 4 days 

providing family medical care and dental services 
in rural villages; performing surgeries in the 
existing Solid Rock clinic; and building a section 
of the wall that will enclose the campus of the new 
hospital. The traveling medical/dental team 
treated approximately 150 patients/day. The 
surgery team performed 36 tonsillectomies and 
13 hysterectomies. Not to be outdone, the 
construction crew laid footers and built a 30’ long 
section of the 8’ high perimeter wall. We took 
medical supplies and medicines.  By keeping 
travel costs low there was enough left over to 
purchase an autoclave for the clinic, a cement 
mixer for the construction site, and a small 
contribution for permanent missionary support.  
 

 
FPC has partnered with SRI to build a Living 

Waters of the World water purification facility on the 
grounds of an SRI Christian School. Team members who 
installed the purification system on previous mission trips 
visited the site. 
 

The entire team is deeply grateful to the 
congregation for its prayers during their travel and time of 
service in the Dominican Republic as well as the financial 
support to purchase medical and construction supplies for 
the team’s work in-country.  Trips are normally scheduled 
for the first week in November so please contact the 
church mission office if you would like to participate in a 
future trip. 
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