
Haiti Young Adult Mission Service 

A Mission of Presence 

In all of my international travels – to Central America, 

Africa, Mexico, Australia and Europe – no country has 

captured my heart as quickly or completely as Haiti and 

its people. From the moment we stepped off the plane 

into the tangible heat and became surrounded by the 

sights, smells and sounds only a city of 3.2 million in a 

third world country can offer, I knew this trip would be 

special. We journeyed by van through Port Au Prince, 

seeing firsthand the bustle of tap-tap drivers and street 

vendors, passing tent cities and dilapidated buildings 

left unrepaired since the 7.0 earthquake that rocked the 

city exactly two and a half years ago. We drove over an 

hour up to the mountain town of Fermathe to our new 

home, Wings of Hope. Part of the St. Joseph’s Family, 

which also includes the St Joseph’s Home for Boys in 

Port Au Prince and Trinity Home in Jacmel, Wings is a home for children with physical and 

mental disabilities. Those with disabilities in Haiti are outcast, feared and hidden, seen as a 

side effect of the family’s sins. 

The 31 children at Wings were abandoned at hospitals 

or other orphanages, dropped off by families who could 

not care for their special needs, or simply left on the 

street outside the Wings’ gates. Compared to the lives 

they would have had on the streets or in other more 

institutionalized facilities, at Wings, they are part of a 

loving and wonderful family. However, my initial reaction 

to seeing the home and meeting the children was one of 

nervousness and sadness. The degree of both physical 

and mental disability was greater than I had expected, 

with many children having decreased use of parts or all 

of their bodies, limited or no speech and impaired social 

interaction. But, as we would later learn, Wings focuses 

on “possibilities not disabilities,” and as we got to know 

these amazing kids over the next week, we quickly 

discovered they are so much more than their handicap would seek to define. Every one of 

them had a unique and wonderful personality and physical, cognitive and social abilities that 
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one may not expect at first glance. We quickly became friends, and we somehow found 

ways to understand each other despite the developmental and language barrier. 

Our week was full of humbling, challenging 

and rewarding experiences. We took some 

time to visit St. Joseph’s Home for Boys in 

Port Au Prince and learned the story of the 

St Joseph’s Family. We also spent a day 

visiting Haiti Outreach Ministries, which 

boasts 5 campuses that include primary and 

vocational schools, a medical clinic, a clean 

water facility, an orphanage and churches; 

they are a wonderful resource to each 

community they serve. Pastor Leon, the 

energetic and personable Field Director at 

HOM took time to show us 2 of the campuses, one of which is still being rebuilt. The main 

campus we saw was in the midst of their month-long VBS, so campus was full of excited 

and spirited children.  

Back at Wings, we settled into the daily 

routine of life. We assisted with feeding meals 

to children who were unable to feed 

themselves each morning, afternoon and 

evening. On the mornings we were able to, 

we participated in prayer and worship time. It 

was powerful to witness children lifting up 

shouts and wails of prayer to God despite 

their inability to even speak. Most afternoons 

were spent helping with activities around 

Wings such as arts and crafts, playing games 

and playing on the large patio with hand-cars 

and balls. In addition, the children who are able to do chores earn a small allowance and 

take a trip into town once a year to spend their money, and we had the honor this year of 

accompanying them on this highly anticipated activity. This year, radios were high on the list 

of hot items!  
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We also participated in equine therapy at a horse stable 

in Port Au Prince with some of the children who ride 

horses weekly to strengthen their bodies and assist with 

socialization. Friday was the weekly dance party where 

all 31 kids came down to the patio to dance and play as 

the staff drummed and sang for hours. The looks of joy 

and happiness were priceless. 

It was a week of service, faith and love unlike any I 

have experienced before and one that I will never 

forget. Having only been on construction project mission 

trips prior, I was worried that our time there would not 

be productive if we were not building something. But I 

learned that, while it was less tangible, we still built 

something valuable – long-lasting bonds with resilient 

and loving children of God and with a wonderful organization seeking to make the world a 

better place. I learned that there are different types of physical labor and that using our 

hands to feed, carry or dance with a disabled child is just as important as using them to 

shovel sand or stack cinderblocks. I learned that if we simply open ourselves up to new 

countries and their people and learn to get out of the way of ourselves, we are able to love 

and serve as Jesus did and as God calls us to do as well. 
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For more photos from the trip, please 

visit the “Photos” portion of the website. 
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