
Cuba 2012 Con Gusto! 

 

FPC’s seven-person mission trip to Cuba was indeed one con gusto (with pleasure). After Patricia 

Heim’s good trip preparation, we had the able guidance of Pastor Joel Ortega Dopico and Mike 

Shampain, the strong prayers of Stuart Gordon, and the rich voice of Bill Kirby during the week from 

April 20 – 27. We met with pastors, churches, women’s Bible study groups, and seminary leaders in 

various parts of the country to the east of Havana. Things are changing quite a bit now in Cuba as 

the government loosens control and numerous groups travel to this island that has been virtually 

quarantined for 50 years. 

 

Our headquarters, lodging and most meals for 5 

days were at the Dora E. Valentin Presbyterian 

Church in Varadero on the northern coast. The 

church and several other missions in the area are 

served by Dopico, a dynamo of a devoted 

churchman who visited us here at FPC in 

November. Varadero is a major tourist attraction, 

and art shops and eating places are opening. This 

city and church also hold a special place in the 

hearts of many in Nashville because of the efforts of 

our own David Cole, the resulting mission trips for 

nine years, and the ongoing support of The 

Outreach Foundation. 

 

My memories include: 

 Serving communion to a Spanish-speaking congregation with Pam Shampain and two elders 

in the Dora E. Valentin Church on Sunday. 

 

 Visiting the Presbyterian Reformed Museum in the John G. Hall Church and realizing how 

important Presbyterians have been for Cuban Christians since 1890. 

 

 Riding the “Pastors for Peace” school bus for three days while visiting churches, missions and 

the Evangelical Seminary in Matanzas. (The bus driver’s astounding collection of taped music 

tended to take our minds off the poor roads and seats with little or no springs.) 

 

 
 

 Marvelous music from a 3-man band at Gustavo and Rosa’s house one evening. Bill’s singing 

and Stuart’s guitar-playing weren’t bad either. Music and art have kept these people alive in 

spirit. 



 Seeing the new Living Waters for the World filtration system at the La Playa church and being 

grateful that clean water is available twice a day to people in the area. There is a similar 

filtration system at the Seminary in Matanzas. 

 

 Meeting people from the Fourth Presbyterian Church in Chicago while having lunch at the First 

Presbyterian Church in Havana. Such a wide-spread family we are! 

 

 Seeing buildings restored and spruced up in Havana, much of it probably the result of the 

Pope’s visit. 

 

The church in Cuba is growing—thanks to the efforts of dedicated people both there and here, but it 

has missed a generation or two while being under restriction. Now is definitely a time of special 

opportunity for all of us. 

 

2012 Cuba Mission Team Participants: Rev. Stuart Gordon, Susan & Bill Kirby, Pam & Mike Shampain, 

and Etta & Amos Wilson 


